


George Washington’s Revolutionary Spies!

Learn the methods they used to spy on the enemy and win the war!
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Did you know that George Washington was an expert Spy Master?   Follow along and learn how George Washington, with the help of regular citizens and patriots, carried out spy missions that helped the 13 Colonies win the War for Independence!

George Washington knew that if the Colonists were going to beat the much larger British Army as the Revolutionary War broke out in 1775, they would need to outsmart them!  So, Washington organized a detailed network of spies to gather information about the British and to deliver it to his Continental Army.  They were also used to deliver false information and mislead the British.  

[image: ]Many methods were used.  One was a Cypher, which is a writing system that uses numbers to represent certain words and letters.  Another technique was referred to as Mask Letters, where secret messages were written within longer notes.  The secret could only be revealed by covering up part of the note with a special mask.  Another trick was to use Invisible Ink, where a secret message could be written that would only be visible to a fellow spy. 

Washington used regular people like shopkeepers, farmers, and tailors to spy on British officers.  We owe our freedom to these brave citizens who acted as spies for Washington just as much as we owe it to the soldiers of the Continental Army or the men who signed the Declaration of Independence!  

From Maddie Tinsley, LSU ’21 and OSC Intern 2020
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The Cypher Code

The most famous of these spy groups was called the Culpepper Spy Ring. They developed a variety of different methods to spy on the British for George Washington, who was secretly known as Agent 711.  The Culpepper Spy Ring was known for their Culpepper Code Book, an unbreakable cypher that had 763 number-to-word combinations!

Your Mission:  Pretend that you are one of George Washington’s spies and your job is to decode secret messages for the General. You have just received this letter from a messenger saying that it contains urgent information from the Culpepper Spy Ring. To reveal the message, use the group of codes from the real Culpepper Code Book on the next page to find the word that matches each number in the letter.  After you have decoded this secret message, try writing your own secret messages!  You can use the codes here or use any of the other 763 cypher codes in the actual Culpepper Code Book!  Find them here: https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/the-revolutionary-war/spying-and-espionage/the-culper-code-book/
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Please note that since "722" does not appear here, it could mean YOU!  Your name could be "722" as you pretend to be a spy in the Culpepper Spy Ring!  Don't let anyone know but your fellow spies!  May you win the war for Independence!

From Maddie Tinsley, LSU ’21 and OSC Intern 2020
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Mask Letters

You have just received two separate letters, one containing a seemingly normal message and the other containing a pattern for a paper “mask”. Just to be sure no one else figures out to use them together, you could have received one letter from a "drop off point" like the stump of an old hollow log in the woods, and the other letter you could have gotten in a more conventional way.

Your job is to carefully cut out the shape on the following page and then place that sheet of paper (now with the hole cut out) on top of the letter. The secret message will be in the empty space. After you have uncovered the secret message, you can use this mask to write your own secret messages!
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From Maddie Tinsley, LSU ’21 and OSC Intern 2020
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1 ﬁoj)e this letter finds you well my dear. Re m’cfing your last
letter, you should not worry about Cornwallis. The soldiers move
south because tﬁey want to leave the North for the rest of
winter. Soon, 1 will head South as well. Yorktown is a ﬁm Jo(ace
to be Are you goin to the ball? T? ﬁey should be one soon in your
area. 1 wish 1 could be there. In ?l}m’(, about 8,000 Jooumfs of
corn came in. The total number of men to bring in the crop was
Joerﬁaj)s 144., Cannons have cﬁestroyecf some ofjti'ﬁe fieﬂs ere.
Do not worry tﬁougﬁ, our fie(cfs are fine we can still sell the
French. Sﬁi})s will sail in to port here now near@ every cfay. 1
will try sending more supp fes like _paper, ink, and qm'((s for your
[etters. Milk, butter, bread, beans, and tea are gem’n hard to
come Ey here. This could be the end @( winter tﬁoug as it is
getting warmer. The British ar‘rr(ty seem to be getting stronget,
s01 ﬁo])e this means the war will be over soon.
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